HIS  RELATION  TO  ART

fellowship, etc;., is the great triumph for our day.
Bo put, they are a possession to the race forever;
they grow and bear fruit perennially, like the grass
and the trees. And shall it be said that the poet
who does this has no worthy art ?
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Nearly all modern artificial products, when com-
pared with the ancient, are characterized by greater
mechanical finish and precision. (Jan we say, there-
fore, they are more artistic? la a gold coin of the
time of Pericles, so rude and simple, less artistic
than the elaborate coins of our own day ? Is Jap-
anese pottery, the glaring often ragged and uneven,
less artistic than the highly finished work of the
moderns P

Are we quite sure, after all, that what we call,
"artistic form " is in any high or fundamental sense
artistic ? Are the preci.se, the regular, the mea-
sured, the finished, the symmetrical, indispensable
to our conception of art ? If regular extrinsic form
and measure and proportion are necessary elements
of the artistic, then geometrical flower-beds, and
trees set in rows or trained to some fancy pattern,
ought to please the artist. But do they ? If we look
for the artistic m these tilings, then Addison is a
greater artist than Shakespeare. Dr. Johnson says,
"Addison speaks the language of poets, and Shake-
speare of men." Which is really the most artistic ?
147one, man-
